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Mission:  
The Mission of the Colorado Off-Highway Vehicle Coalition is to

Purpose & Objectives:

prevent closure of existing OHV trails, routes, and roads and to work toward construction of new OHV trails, routes, and 

COHVCO is proud to be a partner of the Off Road Business Association

Cover photo Credits: Keith Douglash C dit K ith D l



www.cohvco.org

OFFICERS AND STAFF 
Executive Director and President Jerry Abboud

jerryabboud@cohvco.org

Vice President
Scott Jones

sjones@cohvco.org

Treasurer
Keith Douglas 

kdouglas@COHVCO.org

State Lobbyist
Jim Bensberg

jim@cohvco.org

Web Master/Secretary
Guen Hiller 

Ghiller@COHVCO.org

quarterly each year for the Colorado Off-Highway 

individual authors and do not necessarily represent the 
views of the Colorado Off-Highway Vehicle Coalition, 

Colorado Off-Highway Vehicle Coalition encourages 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Chairman, Matt Hiller
chair@COHVCO.org

Director, Randy Miller
rmiller@COHVCO.org

Director, Jamie Williams 
jwilliams@COHVCO.org

Director, Brad Smith  
BSmith@COHVCO.org

Director, Aaron Sauerbrey  
Asauerbrey@COHVCO.org

Director, Wendy Miles
WMiles@COHVCO,org 

Director, Glenn Morgan
GMorgan@COHVCO.org 

 
Director , John Davenport
Jdavenport@COHVCO.org

 
Colorado State Trails  

Program Manager, Tom Morrissey
thomas.morrissey@state.co.us 

1313 Sherman St., Rm 618 Denver, Co 80201
Voice: 303-866-3203 ext 4335

Colorado State OHV Program Manager
Tom Metsa

thomas.metsa@state.co.us 
13787 S. Hwy 85

Littleton, Co 80125
Voice: 303-791-1957 ext 4132

USDA Forest Service  Regional Recreation Planner  and 
Landscape Architect 

Scott Haas
740 Simms Street

Golden, CO 80401-4720 
Voice: (303)275-5168

 
and Trails Coordinator 

Jack Placchi
jack_placchi@blm.gov

Lakewood, CO 80215 
Voice: (303)239-3832



of COHVCO and its advocacy allies like Trails 

one can keep up with all the latest legislative 

By supporting COHVCO, you get professional 

and a trained eye that can identify potential 

what to look for and how to counter these perils 

land use legislative expert who keeps a close 

What’s In It for Me?
By Matt Hiller
Chairman, COHVCO



have consultants and volunteers who are looking 

two legal and legislative experts with fundraising, 

representation and protection your donation helps 

Matthew Hiller
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Mind The Signs
Not all routes are open to all vehicles. Follow the Motor Vehicle Use Maps 

(MVUMs) and signage for the area and ride only on trails open to and wider 
than your OHV. Almost all trails in Colorado are subject to seasonal restrictions 

and closures. Many trails are also multi-use, yield to the appropriate users. 
Call the responsible agency before making plans to ride in an area.

Signs are 
secondary to 
MVUMs and 
Travel Maps



US Forest Service NEPA  
Streamlining 

out of date or they relate to challenges that were 

factor in closing or keeping open OHV roads 

First, according to the proposal, Travel 

that these Orders were originally issued in 1972 

The challenges that we faced in 1972 are very 

round of forest planning since the passage of 

either through updating the Executive Orders 

By Scott Jones, Esq
COHVCO, Vice President & Head Counsel



statute in these areas until Congress designates 

acknowledging their historic presence would 

inventory process - unless they were created 

it harder to deal with the largest challenge on 

charging existing partners for resources they 

thousands of volunteer hours and without 

process, the 

legislation 
for volunteer 



Jerry Abboud
Legislation to Add Funds to Parks and Wildlife

Legislation to Add Funds to 
Parks and Wildlife

our fees, they acknowledged the decades of support we have provided for 



George Pennington and his dedicated crew of volunteers, with the outstanding support 

Colorado Off Road Championship Series 
(CORCS) Season Starts with a Bang

by Brad Smith, COHVCO Director



Motocross and Hare Scramble Racing 
Back in Pueblo?

one of the frequent riders there, wondered what it would take to get 

Colorado, go to:

by Brad Smith, Director, COHVCO



Tell your representative to support 

House and Senate Legislation Would 
Restrict Availability of Unsafe Fuel for 

Motorcyclists



This is a little bit different type of article for the COHVCO newsletter. A large number of us who 
enjoy the off-highway motorized experience here in Colorado also enjoy off-road competitions. 
This article is about King of the Hammers, an off-road racing event held in early February each 
year in Johnson Valley, east of LA in southern California’s Mojave Desert, and my experiences 
at the event.

King of the Hammers is a week-long hybrid of desert racing and rock crawling. In 2007 a 
group of off-roaders whose playground was Johnson Valley, an area known as “the Hammers” 
decided to have the classic challenge of who was better and faster. Let’s race for beers by 

event, and a new racing venue was born.

In its short history King of the Hammers (KOH) has grown at an astonishing rate.  Every year 
“Hammertown,” the central area of the event, is laid out in Johnson Valley, where no town 
exists 11 months out of the year. Streets of sand and other infrastructure are created and 
as race week approaches, tens of thousands of competitors, vendors and fans converge on 
Hammertown.  KOH has very quickly become one of the bigger off-road events in the world.  
As the years went by, multiple race days and types of racing have been added.  Some refer 
to KOH as the Burning Man for Gear Heads.  The 2018 edition had motorcycles racing early 
in the week.  The bikes were followed by UTV side by sides (SXSs) on Wednesday, Everyman 
Challenge (featuring only slightly less radical off-road buggies) on Thursday, and the big 
headliner Ultra4 4400 Unlimited class race on Friday.    These extreme buggies have evolved 

organizing committee basically said, that won’t happen again, and made changes for 2018 to 

2018 was my second trip to KOH.  In 2012 I traveled cross country from North Carolina, where 

was immediately overwhelmed by the quality of vehicles competing, as well as the variety of 
vehicles just cruising around.   Vehicles of every size and description were there in 2012, but 
the one that stood out for me that year was the Jeep JK. The JK had been recently released 
by Jeep and it was interesting to see not only how many JKs were there, but the level of 
customization that a number of them had for such a new vehicle.  A true testament to how 
vibrant the aftermarket business and off-roading is in the West.   An East Coaster, Erik Miller, 

King of the 
By Keith Douglas
By Keith Douglas



2018
Hammers 



from Maryland beat the western locals in the 4400 Unlimited class that year.  A solid axle 
buggy beat the independent front suspension buggies - one of the many ongoing debates on 
what works best for this type of competition.   Creativity and innovation have been hallmarks 
of the event from the very beginning as competitors from all over the world look for that hard 

Going back to KOH in 2018, I was amazed how much the event had grown.  Hammertown 
is bigger and more vibrant. Vendors from all the aftermarkets are there for all the events, 
motorcycles, SXSs, 4X4s, and racing equipment.   If you get tired of watching the competition, 
you can walk around Hammertown and see all the new equipment, buy next year’s wardrobe, 
and just take in the variety of people and vehicles there.   The evenings have trail rides, 

competition.   

perspective on the event). The main draw was our son-in-law, Aaron Henry, competing in 
his second KOH in the UTV SXS event.  Our daughter, son, daughter-in-law and friends from 
around the U.S. made it to the 2018 event to support Aaron. Most of them were second timers, 

 Our friends from North Carolina competed in KOH in 2017 and made the long cross-county 
trip again to compete in 2018. In 2017 they had one vehicle in the Everyman Challenge and in 
2018 they had two. They compete in Ultra4 races on the East Coast which are part of the Ultra4 
nationwide series, and plan to be back to KOH in the future, more determined than ever.  
The Ultra4 Unlimited 4400 class is the main event on Friday.  It now has a special Colorado 
connection for me. Ben Swain, who competes in the 4400 Unlimited class, moved in a few 
houses down the street in 2017.  It was really exciting to have an Ultra4 buggy and racer right 

participants in the 4400 class in 2018.  He is one of many competitors from Colorado that go 
out to KOH every year.  

 It was fun going out with family and friends, working the pits, and supporting our son-in-law, 
the NC crowd, and Ben. It provided quite a different experience at KOH from 2012 when I was 
just a spectator.  

If you enjoy off-road racing and are looking for something unique, try KOH.  It is an event 
like no other I have attended.  Between multiple days of racing of different types of vehicles, 
nighttime activities, and the large vendor presence there is plenty to see and do.  Most people 
go in hard sided campers or motor homes because of the cool nights of early February in the 
desert and the large amount of airborne dust.  You can stay in a hotel but the nearest ones are 
half an hour or more away, and you will miss out on a lot the nighttime fun.  Get on the Internet 
and search for KOH, or visit Ultra4racing.com.   There is an enormous amount of information 
about past events and what to expect, suggested ways of attending, and pretty much 
everything you will need to know. There are also a number of events in and around Colorado 
featuring a lot of the locals if you can’t make it all the way out to KOH.    

If you do make it to KOH, keep an eye out for the guy in the COHVCO “Save Our Sport” 
T-shirt.  He will be more than happy to talk to you about all the things COHVCO is doing here 



in Colorado and on a national level to keep our trails open for motorized use, and might even 
spend a little time talking about what is happening in Hammertown.    
Keith Douglas is on the board of COHVCO and currently treasurer.  He has been an active off-
road enthusiast most of his life and as a past competitor still enjoys being involved in off-road 
competitions.

SXSs stage for the start on Wednesday.  Each day the start draws a crowd. 



I Survived My First Trip to  
King of the Hammers

by Carol Douglas



 Carol and compatriots outside one of Aaron’s pit stops



called Chocolate Thunder, where you could stand or sit next to a roped-off area to watch the racers 



TPA Helps OHV Clubs , Monitors 
the Pike/ San Isabel Situation & 
Celebrates Motorized Economic 
Impact Study

Protecting Your Motorized Access to Public Lands

by TPA/Don Riggle
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OHV Heroes: Adam Mehlberg and the 
Trailridge Runners 4WD Club

helped found decades ago and we’ll showcase their 

spouses and children to take part as well 

by Glenn Morgan



GM: That leads me to my next question.  TRR is a relatively small group, and yet, your club 
has done more than $600,000 in trail building, improvement and maintenance on Forest 

GM: Makes sense. Let’s talk about the relationship between the OHV community and the 

GM: Speaking of frustration and slow progress, what do you think about our chances of 



GM: I found an your name cited in an issue of Westword - a weekly paper from 1997 that 
quoted you in an article on the environmentalists’ fears that a new Clinton appointee to 
head the FS Recreation unit would be prejudiced more towards supporting recreation than 
preservation. It was pretty telling. The environmentalists were fresh off their campaign 
to severely restrict logging when President Clinton appoints this guy who is looking to 

help that he was an avid skier.  Funny thing: The environmentalists were scared stiff that the 

GM: That’s exactly what will happen. 
It’s kinda like the old maxim attributed 
to Ronald Regan, ““Recession is 
when your neighbor loses his job, 
a depression is when you lose your 
job...” It will be a recession when they 
kick us (motorized) off public lands. 
But it will certainly be a depression 
when the bicyclists are banned.

GM: And with that, we’ll wrap this interview up.  Thank you Adam. And for those that would 
like to learn more about the Trailridge Runners 4WD Club, go to:  http://trr4wd.com/

state have to learn patience 
in dealing with our Forest 



1960 1990 1990 1993 1994 1999

2000 2007 2008 2008 2009 2015

9700 E ARAPAHOE RD | GREENWOOD VILLAGE, CO | 303-744-6632 | FAYMYERS.COM



PAGE  25 

COHVCO ADVOCATE WINTER

www.cohvco.org

Proud Supporter of


